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Public Notice for 401 Certification  
 

Trinity County Resource Conservation District (RCD) – Hamilton Ponds Dredging Project  
WDID No. 1A01124WNTR 

 
Trinity County 

 
On July 19, 2004, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (hereinafter Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Mr. John Condon on behalf of Trinity County RCD 
(hereinafter applicant), requesting Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) to continue a project that involves annual dredging of the 
Hamilton Ponds near the confluence of Grass Valley Creek and the Trinity River in Trinity 
County.  The proposed project will cause temporary disturbances to Grass Valley Creek in the 
Douglas City Hydrologic Subarea No. 106.31. 
 
The Hamilton Ponds were constructed on Grass Valley Creek in 1984 to capture decomposed 
granite eroding out of the Grass Valley Creek watershed.  The periodic dredging of the ponds 
maintains their function as sediment capturing structures.  The ponds or portions of the ponds 
have been dredged four times over the past nine years.  The frequency of dredging and the 
amount of material dredged from the ponds varies based on the rate of sediment capture.  
Approximately 3,000 to 6,000 cubic yards of captured sediment is typically removed when 
maintenance dredging is performed.  Captured sediment is typically dredged from an area of 
about a half-acre from a 1.6-acre pond.  The dredged material is hauled to an enclosed sediment 
basin located in the general vicinity of the ponds.  The ponds and the designated dredge materials 
disposal area are located on property owned by the State of California. 
 
The primary objective of the ponds and maintenance dredging is to protect anadromous fish 
habitat downstream from the ponds and to remove sediment that would otherwise be delivered to 
the Trinity River.  The project is authorized by the Trinity River Restoration Project, a large-
scale restoration project intended to restore habitat and fisheries in the Trinity River. 
 
Dredging activities are conducted during the dry season, typically over a ten-day period in 
August.  Best Management Practices are implemented to prevent indirect impacts to water 
quality.  The project is intended for stream restoration purposes and all potentially adverse 
impacts to the stream from this project are anticipated to be temporary.  The applicants have 
applied for authorization to perform the proposed dredging activities under Nationwide Permit 
No. 27 from the United States Army Corps of Engineers, pursuant to the Clean Water Act, 
Section 404.  The Trinity County Resource Conservation District, as the lead California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency, has determined that this project will have no 
significant effect on the environment and is categorically exempt from CEQA (Class 1, Section 
15301 and 15304).  The applicant has applied for a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement 
(1600 Permit) from California Department of Fish and Game. 
 
Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 
USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  Staff proposes to issue 
a 401 Water Quality Certification for a 5-year period.  In addition, staff will consider all 
comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of 
this letter.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Regional Water Board staff 
member Dean Prat by phone at (707) 576-2801, or e-mail pratd@rb1.swrcb.ca.gov within 21 
days of the posting of this notice. 
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